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and some are used on a long-
stay basis.

It’s not the cheapest way to
stay in London, but it’s fairly
central and close to some of the
capital’s most famous land-
marks.

‘We only had one full day be-
fore heading home so what to
do with our spare few hours?

We weren't sure what the late
spring weather had in store so it
was off to the London Aquar-
ium, just a 10-minute walk along
the Embankment past Lam-
beth Palace and right next to
the London Eye.

Booking is essential if you

| want to avoid the queues that

were already building up by
mid-morning.
Once inside, we spent a good

' couple of hours oohing and

azhhing at the spectacular ar-
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Plaza on the River -~ Club and
Residence, 18 Albert

Embankment, London.
020 7769 2525 or visit
plazaontheriver.co.uk.
E-mail: info@

Tek

ferent varieties of fish and sea
life from around the world.

Different parts each repre-
sent an area of the world's ag-
uatic life including the Indian
Ocean, Atlantic Ocean and Pa-
cific Ocean.

The Pacific Ocean display
contains the only zebra sharks
in the UK.

Face painting and a colour- ’

ing in section for youngsters al-
lowed us a brief sit down before
we were back out in the sun-
shine and onto the busy London
streets before heading off for
home.

A stay at the Plaza On The
River Is not cheap but you are
guaranteed luxury, space and
excellent service,

And you could always try
putting it on expenses,

Ablgail Kemp

plazaontheriver.co.uk

Sea Life London Aquarium,
Westminster Bridge Road,
Londan. Tel: 0871 663 1678
or bookingsap london
aquarium.co,uk

sion crosses our gaze.

Against the backdrop of
Hyde Park 200 (yes 200, not
the usual motley score or so) of
Life Guards in full regalia as-
tride their Irish three quarters
Irish Draught horses clip-clop
in the direction of Whitehall.

It only required her Majesty
(or, at a pinch, Helen Mirren) in
a carriage for it to be

London, with its great parks,
riverside and districts like
Soho, Notting Hill, Clerkenwell
and Spitalfields, is great walk-
ing territory. .

You just need to keep a bal-
ance. On recent weekends
we've done theatre (RSC’s Mac-
beth and the National's War
Horse), opera (English National

Opera’s Peter Grimes),

the real Queen’s Offi- The whole arthouse cinema at the

cial Birthday Parade,
but this was a mere 23-100MM

Soho Curzon, with its
hotel cosy bar, and some

rehearsal for the up- feelsgoodto splendid eating.
coming landmark. Highly recom-
We are hardly Last lounge about

Night Prommers in and
readyto beltoutLand faatures

Of Hope And Glory at
the flutter of a flag or @ large,

Wilbur and Elma Fen-like

mended  restaurants
include Bocea di Lupo
(a rustic, regional Iral-
ian joint presented
with New York like
pzazz in Great Wind-

from Wisconsin eager foomaal garden’ mill Street) and further

for a well-buttered

slice of Olde England,

but sdll we felt a swelling of

pride. The day was set fair.
Later In the morning, walk-

Ing In from the Mandarin, in

Knlghtsbridge, we fell among

good-natured Everton fans in

town exten early for the FA Cup

Final, tnking pletures and gulp-

into Soho, Barrafina,

the Hart Brothers’ styl-

ish tapas bar in Frith Street.

Only problem here is the lim-

ited number of stools at the bar,
s0 you may have to queue.

London, of course, is still

marking two major anniversar-

ies and any autumn trip ought

to encompass one of them - the






